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SBLIIOT  VABZBTZBS. 


October^  and  preached  three  times ;  I  had 
much  liberty,  and  the  people  appeared 

LIFE  OF  MR.  ALEXANDER  KILHAM.  satisfied.  If  I  had  been  an  angel  from 

.  heaven,  they  could  not  have  received  me 
(Continued  irom  page  219)  affection,  aild  I  fouod  my 

I  REMAINED  in  suspense  some  time  spirit  greatly  revived  and  blessed  amongst 
respecting  my  being  sent  to  the  conference,  them.  When  I  reflected  on  the  kindness 
but  in  a  day  or  two  I  received  a  letter  of  God,  in  bringing  us  safely  to  this  place, 
from  the  committee  of  delegated  preachers,  and  the  reception  f  met  with,  with  the 

_ I _ ^  A.  ^  ^  ^  I  •  1 


ordering  me  to  attend  the  conference  in  prospect  before  me  of  doing  good  ;  I  was 
London.  Mr.  Cownly  was  summoned  fully  satisfied  with  my  situation. 


also,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  go. 
I  immediately  prepared  for  my  journey, 
and  when  I  left  Newcastle,  1  travelled 
day  and  night  till  I  arrived  in  London. — 
1  was  not  in  the  least  affected  with  what 
was  before  me ;  1  was  conscious  God 
would  not  suffer  me  to  be  confounded ;  1 
knew  the  steps  I  had  taken  were  agreeable 
to  reason  and  scripture,  and  that  the 
pamphlet  I  had  written,  from  the  nature 


On  monday  morning,  1  received  a  let* 
ter  from  Mr.  Pawson,  inforfliing  me  of  « 
what  they  had  done  in  London,  respecting 
my  pamphlets;  it  appears  by  this,  that 
the  leading  preachers  are  determined  to 
expel  me  from  the  connexion,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  pamphlet  I  have  written. 

1  answered  his  letter  Ae  jnej;t  day,  and 
endeavoured  to  shew  the  unreasonableness 
of  their  conduct :  1  recommended  my  cause 


of  its  subject,  was  unanswerable.  On  my;  to  God,  hoping  he  would  stand  by  and 
arrival,  after  being  refreshed  with  a  little  defend  me  till  my  pilgrimage  was  ended* 
sleep,  I  made  my  appearance ;  several  of  I  had  many  encouraging  letters  from  New- 
th?  preachers  were  glad  to  see  me,  others  castle,  before  I  went  there  to  my  trial,  and 
looked  on  me  with  much  displeasure. —  found  some  friends  who  appeared  willing 
When  I  was  brought  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Brad-  to  give  me  every  help  that  1  wanted ;  I 
burn  and  others  vindicated  the  steps  I  had  had  great  encouragement  and  comfort 
taken.  Dr.  Coke  moved  for  my  expul-  from  many  declarations  in  my  favour, 
sion.  After  much  altercation,  they  passed  When  I  went  to  Newcastle  on  the  l6tb,  I 
on  me  a  ceiuure  for  imprudence,  saying  found  almost  the  whole  of  the  society  had 
what  I  had  written  was  calculated  to  ruin  risen  up  in  my  favour,  and  not  more  than 
our  connexion  with  the  established  church,  two  or  three  opposed.  The  friends  from 
At  length  |  came  off  with  honour  to  our  various  quarters  came  into  the  town  the 
causey  and^Mtisfaction  to  my  own  mind,  next  day,  and  held  a  public  meetiifg  in  the 
and  instead  of  being  disgraced  for  what  evening.  The  alarm  of  my  trial  had 
I  had  done ;  many  of  the  preachers  de-  spread  through  the  district,  and  they  de¬ 
clared  their  entire  satisfaction  with  my  termined  to  support  me  as  far  as  they 
pamphlet,  and  the  steps  I  had  taken.  could  in  the  trying  hour :  they  held  two 
As  the  conference  had  expressed  a  wish  public  meetings  together ;  a  long  addrem 
for  me  to  go  to  Scotland,  I  consented,  to  the  different  societies  in  the  connexion 
having  obtained  leave  to  stay  in  England  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed ;  it 
till  my  wife  should  be  recovered  from  her  contains  in  miniature  every  thing  I  plead 
lying  in :  I  was  therefore  not  prepared  for  in  my  phamphlets :  a  contribution  was 
to  go  to  my  circuit  till  the  end  of  Octol^r.  made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  printing. 
Having,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  arrived  and  sending  it  free  through  the  kingdom, 
safe  at  Al^rdeen  with  my  wife  and  chil-  This  address,  signed  by  so  many  worthy 
dren,  I  opened  my  mission  on  the  27th  of  friends,  and  circ^ated  so  extensjyiiy,  haa 
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had  more  influence  on  the  minds  of  the 
people,  than  any  thing  I  have  written. 
It  has  also  induced  Mr.  Benson  to  :mswer 
it,  and  is  likely  to  have  more  influence  on 
the^  societies  thi|n  both  my  pamphlets.  In 
their  meeting  they  conversed  freely  on 
many  things  relative  to  our  prosperity, 
and  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that 
uiilm  a  more  equitable  plan  be  established 
among  us^  it^will  be  impossible  for  our 
cause  to  flourish,  and  they  resolve  to  do 
etery  thing  in  their  power  to  promote 
scriptural  liberty,  and  the  welfare  of 
Methodism. 

After  the  district  was  opened  on  the 
Iflth,  a  conversatk>n  commenced  respect¬ 
ing  the  purport  of  it,  aiKi  I  presented  the 
chairman  with  the  following  letter :  . 

Hon.  F  ather  and  Brkthru  n, — There 
are  four  things  in  which  I  particularly  re¬ 
quest  to  ,be  resolved.  1st.  By  whose  in¬ 
fluence  and  authority  is  this  district  meet¬ 
ing  calted  ?  2d.  1  request  a  list  of  the 

charges  you^  mean  to  bring  against  me, 
that  I  may  prepare  my  defence.  3d. 
By  what  law  do  you  mean  to  judge  me  ? 
4th.  I  earnestly  intreat  that  my  trial  may 
be  open,  at  least  to  all  our  principle  friends, 
that  may  be  in  Newcastle  to-morrow :  If 
this  reasonable  request  be  not  granted,  I 
shall  consider  myself  as  exposed  to  many 
things  that  are  contrary  to  the  feelings  of 
an  Englishman. 

I  intreat  you  to  weigh  this  matter  calm¬ 
ly  and  seriously,  and  act  as  the  bible  di¬ 
rects;  ever  considering  that  the  eyes  of 
our  people  are  upon  you,  and  unless  you 
act  an  open  honourable  part  in  this  matter, 
the  minds  of  many  of  our  friends  will  be 
exceedingly  grieved. 

Your  aflfectionate  servant, 
Alrx.  Kilham. 

To  all  the  above  particulars  they  gave 
me  very  dissatisfactory  answers ;  the  giv¬ 
ing  me  a  list  of  accusations,  and  the  ad¬ 
mission  of  our  friends  during  my  trial,  they 
absolutely  refused  ;  and  yet  is  not  the  bi¬ 
ble  sufficiently  plain  on  this  head  ?  Oh ! 
methodistical  justice,  to  what  region  art 
thou  fled  ?  After  frankly  declaring  with  a 
heart  full  of  grief,  that  my  trial  was  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rules  of  th**  inquisition,  and 
a* burlesque  on  common  sense,  I  submitted 
to  their  will,  not  in  the  least  fearing  what 
they  could  do  to  me. 

A  number  of  addresses  were  sent  to  the 
chairman  from  individuals,  and  from  socie¬ 
ties,  which  ought  to  have  been  read  before 
the  trial  conunenced,  bnt  they  were  con¬ 


cealed  till  nearly  the  end,  which  gave  great 
oflence  to  uianj  of  our  friends :  this  how¬ 
ever,  was  consistent  with  the  rest  of  tlieir 
conduct,  and  was  considered  as  highly 
disgraceful  to  them.  The  first  passage  in* 
the  pamphlet  that  came  into  consideration, 
was  censured  as  follows : — 

It  was  agreed  by.  a  majority  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  conference,  that  the  administration  or 
nut  administration  of  the  Lord’s  supper, 
should  be  determined  by  lot.  We  think 
Mr.  Kilham  wrong  in  describing  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  lot  to  Satariy  and  think  it  dis¬ 
paraging  to  ihut  j udicious  body  of  men, 
ill  saying,  that  it  is  an  eternal  reproach  to 
scripture,  to  reason,  and  to  common  sense. 
Another  censure  is  :  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  meeting,  that  the  late  conference  ex¬ 
tended  the  privilege  of  the  sacrament  to 
as  many  societies,  as  existing  circumstan¬ 
ces  would  admit  of;  but  think  it  cruel  in 
Mr  Kilman  in  representing,  I9jihat 
that  body  of  men  acted  as  spiritual  tyrants, 
and  SODS  of  the  great  whore  of  Babylon. 

Again  with  regard  to  our  mode  of 
examining  preachers,  we  recollect  to  have 
heard  our  venerable  father  challenge  the 
world,  from  the  pulpit,  to  produce  any 
thing  of  the  kind  equal  to  it ;  and  there¬ 
fore  we  cannot  but  think  Mr.  Kilham 
highly  blameable  in  treating  the  subject 
laughably  as  he  has  done. 

Again,  Mr.  Kilham  complains  of  want 
of  economy  and  equity,  and  also  of  waste 
and  secrecy  in  the  disbursement  of  the 
public  money,  which  heavy  reflections 
fall  with  great  weight  upon  the  body  of 
preachers  in  general,  but  most  of  all  on 
those  brethren  that  have  the  chief  manage¬ 
ment  of  our  affairs,  whom  we  believe  the 
people  have  no  just  reason  to  suspect,  and 
have  done  the  best  in  their  power,  all 
circumstances  considered.” 

In  reply  to  this,  besides  producing 
many  instances  to  support  the  passage,  I 
said  I  had  heard  Mr.  Pawson  repeatedly 
declare  in  conference,  that  if  our  people 
knew  how  their  money  wasiavbhed  away, 
they  would  not  subscribe  another  farthing. 
Why  therefore,  am  1  thus  branded  for 
speaking  the  same  openly  ? 

^mong  other  things,  equally  strange 
and  ridiculous,  one  of  the  preachers,  Mr. 
Suter,  declared  that  our  system  of  rules  is 
the  most  consistent  with  scripture,  and 
with  the  rights  of  men  and  Christians,  and 
the  most  agreeable  to  civil  and  religious 
society^  of  any  that  he  knew  of  in  the  world. 

(Ta  be  CoaUaMd.) 
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SHIPWRECK. 

Extracted  from  tht  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  Joshua 
Marsden, 

Oua  station  was  to  cruise  off  the  coast 
of  F  ranee,  |)eep  into  the  French  harbours, 
and  ninoy  their  trade  as  much  as  possible. 
We  continued  in  company  with  other 
fri^rates  in  this  career  til)  December,  1796, 
when  we  put  into  Torbay  for  wood  and 
water.  We  sailed  on  the  28th  of  the 
same  month,  and  the  following  evening 
were  overtaken  with  a  severe  gale  of  wind, 
which  continued  through  the  whole  of  as 
dark  and  dismal  a  night  as  was  perhaps 
ever  experienced.  A  part  of  the  first 
watch  were  allowed  to  be  below.  I  lay 
down  in  my  hammock,  and  immediately 
started  up  with  the  terrific  dream  that  the 
ship  had  striick  on  a  rock.  At  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning  this  presentiment 
was  realized ;  we  were  then  going  before 
the  wind,  which  was  blowing  a  gale,  the 
sky  thick  and  rainy,  and  the  roaring 
of  the  waves  horrible^  the  vessel  with 
close  reefed  topsails  was  dashing  rapidly 
through  the  boiling  foam,  and  as  she  de¬ 
scended  a  sea,  she  struck  with  a  most 
tremendous  crash  upon  a  reef.  O  how 
did  that  shock  pierce  the  hearts  of  all  on 
board  !  Instantly  all  was  confusion,  soli¬ 
citude,  and  despair.  The  night  dismally 
dark,  the  wild  wind  roaring  furiously,  the 
sea  all  in  a  foam,  and  our  gallant  ship 
dashing  upon  the  rocks,  formed  a  scene 
of  suMime  and  terrible  distress,  worthy  of 
the  pen  of  Salvatoi  Rosa.  Ah,  what  a 
change  w^as  this  from  the  preceding  day. 
All  was  then  mirth,  riot  and  drunkenness ; 
but  death  now  stared  us  in  the  face.  Even 
our  profane  boatswain,  (a  profaner  never 
liveii  in  the  suburbs  of  the  bottomless  pit,) 
cried  in  the  most  lamentable  manner, 
‘‘Lord,  have  mercy  upon  me;  we  are  all 
lost.*’ 

Whence  is  it  that  in  times  of  danger  the 
human  heart  naturally  turns  to  God  as  its 
only  refuge.^  for  even  mariners,  wdio  are 
often  the  profanest  and  m(»st  atheistical 
of  beings,  will  then  call  upon  God,  and 
thus  acknowledge  his  power  (»ver  the 
elements,  his  t)mnipresence,  and  his  provi¬ 
dence.  Perhaps  it  is  the  natural  tendency 
of  adversity  to  drive  us  to  take  refuge  in 
the  arms  of  a  being  possessed  of  unerring 
wisdom,  communicative  goodness,  and 
boundless  power. 

In  the  midst  of  our  calamity,  when  we. 
had  reason  to  fear  that  every  moment 
would  be  our  la^,  a  tremendous  surge 


lifted  us  over  the  ledgeyand  weonee  more 
rested  on  the  besom  of  the  weves,  if  that 
could  be  any  consolation  io  a  sinking  «b?p 
on  a  stormy  sea,  and  surrounded  wilb 
darkness  and  tempest.  When  our  car-- 
periter  sounded  the  well,  his  report  was 
hardly  less  dismal  than  the  death-warrant 
of  a,  criminal  who  has  been  just  fookkig 
for  a  reprieve.  The  chain  and  hand- 
pumps  were  all  manned  with  an  alacrity 
that  promised  we  should  not  go  to  the 
bottom  if  labour  could  prevent  it;  hot 
every  effort  to  gain  upon  the  water  was  In 
vain  ;  it  prevailed,  and  the  ship  appeared 
to  be  sinking  very  fast,  as  the  water  was 
in  the  hold  nearly  up  to  the  combings  of 
the  hatchway.  Sails  were  let  down  under 
the  bows  to  try  to  stop  the  leak.  The 
guns,  anchors,  and  boats,  were  all  thrown 
overboard,  save  one  of  each,  and  this 
seemed  to  lighten  us  a  little.  Fresh  vigoar 
seemed  to  inspire  every  exertion ;  and 
many  were  employed  in  bailing  the  water 
from  the  hatchway.  The  moments  ap¬ 
peared  as  hours,  and  di.smal  anxiety  was 
depicted  upon  every  face. 

F or  my  own  part,  1  gave  up  all  as  lost ; 
and  while  not  employed  in  pumping,  lean¬ 
ed  my  head  upon  a  part  of  the  vessel; 
the  horrors  of  my  situation  fell  upon  my 
spirits  like  a  black  cloud.  1  could  nbt 
pray;  the  heavens  appeared  like  brass; 
the  earth  as  iron,  and  my  heart  as  a  nether 
millstone.  The  Ghosts  of  niy  past  sins 
stalked  before  me  in  ghastly  forms;  aiKi 
a  sense  of  my  disobedience,  folly  and 
wickedness,  stung  me  to  the  quick.  Ah 
me,  I  wmuld  have  given  millions  of  worlds 
to  have  had  one  hope  of  mercy.  The 
prospect  of  a  watery  grave,  and  a  plunge 
into  a  still  deeper  gulf,  drank  up  ail  my 
spirits.  I  was  petrified  to  stone;  and 
had  scarcely  any  feelings  but  of  the  deep¬ 
est  misery. 

In  this  state  of  mind  I  continued  till  the 
appearance  of  light.  O  welcome  light; 
never  did  a  Greenlander  salute  thee  with 
more  gratitude ;  never  did  a  Mexican  hail 
thee  with  greater  pleasure,  than  the  poor  for¬ 
lorn  crew  of  the  sinking  Ami^thyst  on  that 
long-wished  for  mt>rrjiiig.  Header,  if  evCr 
thou  hast  been  in  a  sinking  ship,  on  a  dark 
night,  and  stormy  ocean,  thou  niayest 
realize  our  feelings.  The  morning  dawn¬ 
ed,  but  we  saw  no  land.  All  was  again 
gloomy  sadness  and  sullen  despair;  pale 
silent  de.spondency  sat  upon  the  fiices  df 
the  ollirers ;  and  some  ui  the  men  wrajf- 
ping  themselves  up  In  their  hammocks 


tiriib  stoical  apathy,  Seemed  reconciled  to 
a  watery  grave. 

It  was  not  supposed  that  the  ship  would 
swim  more  than  an  hour  longer;  every 
lurch  brought  her  deeper  in  the  water,  and 
every  wave  seemed  the  one  commissioned 
to  ingulf  us  in  the  bowels  of  the  deep ; 
when,  to  our  inexpressible  satisfaction,  the 
man  aloft  saw  the  island  of  Alderney, 
and  the  French- coast  of  Normandy; 
rocky  places,  but  there  was  some  prospect 
we  might  stick  on  some  of  them,  and  have 
at  least  a  remote  chance  for  our  lives. 

We  steered  towards  them  with  the  des¬ 
perate  intention  of  running  the  vessel 
upon  the  nearest  reef,  let  the  risk  of  going 
to  pieces  be  never  so  great;  it  was  at 
least  as  safe  an  alternative  as  sinking  to 
the  bottom.  Happy  for  us,  the  gale  was 
in  our  favour  to  make  the  island.  Now 
hope  and  fear  by  turns  ruled  every  breast, 
whether  she  would  strike  and  go  down, 
or  stick  fast  among  the  dismal  crags. — 
Our  pilot  knowing  the  island,  carried  the 
sinking  frigate  as  clear  of  the  rocks  as 
possible,  till  within  half  a  mile  of  the  shore, 
when  the  swell  of  a  mighty  billow  carried 
her  with  terrible  impetuosity  upon  a  hid¬ 
den  reef;  this  was  the  critical  moment  of 
our  fate,  but  the  three  masts  cut  away, 
another  sea  carried  us  still  farther  upon  the 
ledge,  where  we  stuck.  Awfully  raked 
by  the  tremendous  breakers  that  dashed 
against  our  bows,  which  by  means  of  our 
last  anchor  and  cable  had  been  brought 
round  to  the  sea,  swept  our  decks  and 
covered  us  with  foam.  Being  upon  the 
main-deck  when  a  tremendous  wave  rush¬ 
ed  upon  us  over  the  forecastle,  and  know¬ 
ing  1  should  he  swallowed  up,  1  made  a 
desperate  leap,  and  got  hold  of  the  boom 
and  spars;  and  thus,  by  the  mercy  of 
God,  was  saved  from  a  dismal  fate. 

We  made  repeated  signals  of  distress  to 
the  inhabitants,  who  were  now  collecting 
upon  the  beach ;  but  the  surf  was  so  dan¬ 
gerous,  and  the  gale  so  high,  that  no  boat 
would  venture  to  our  relief;  the  only  one 
we  had  left  (the  jolly  boat)  was  veered 
away  astern  in  hopes  she  might  reach  the 
shore,  but  a  terrible  breaker  struck  her, 
and  dashed  her  to  shivers  in  an  instant. 
Thus  our  forlorn  hope  was  nearly  destroyed, 
and  our  situation  truly  deplorable ;  more 
than  half  a  mile  from  the  shore,  surrounded 
and  almost  overwhemed  by  furious  break¬ 
ers.  Had  the  ship  gone  to  pieces  in  this 
crisis,  perhaps  not  one-tenth  of  the  crew 
would  have  been  saved ;  but  mercy,  rich 


boundless  mercy,  intended  for  most  of  us 
a  longer  date.  Just  now  a  large  boat,  with 
eight  stout  seamen,  ventured  to  leave  the 
pier  and  come  to  our  relief ;  but  alas,  before 
they  had  long  left  the  shore,  a  furious 
breaker  rushing  forward  with  fatal  impet¬ 
uosity,  roiled  over  both  boat  and  men; 
some  of  whom  sank  to  rise  no  more;  the 
rest  were  carried  by  the  same  wave  far 
upon  the  beach,  and  the  people  joining 
hands,  rescued  them  from  the  refluent  tide. 

In  this  situation  we  remained  from  eight 
in  the  morning  till  three  in  the  afternoon ; 
when  the  sea  failing,  and  the  tide  having 
ebbed,  a  few  boats  ventured  from  the  shore 
to  our  assistance ;  and  coming  under  the 
stern,  we  gave  them  a  hawser  and  other 
ropes  to  make  fast  round  the  rocks  on 
shore;  for  as  night  was  shutting  in  fast 
upon  us,  we  had  no  prospect  of  surviving 
till  morning.  Wet,  hungry,  cold,  and 
exhausted  with  pumping  the  preceding 
night,  and  repeated  exertions  through  the 
day ;  some  ventured  upon  the  ropes ;  but 
as  this  was  at  best  both  a  difficult  and 
dangerous  task,  the  greater  part  continued 
on  board  till  the  surf  had  so  far  subsided 
that  more  boats  ventured  under  our  stern, 
and  we  dropt  one  by  one  into  them,  till  by 
the  blessing  of  a  divine  and  gracious  Pro¬ 
vidence,  we  all  got  safe  ashore. 

REFLECTIONS. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  such  a  tre¬ 
mendous  shipwreck  and  merciful  deliver¬ 
ance  would  have  made  a  deep  and  lasting 
impression  on  my  foolish  heart,  and  the 
hearts  of  others.  Alas,  alas,  nothing  of 
this  kind  took  place.  Instead  of  prayer, 
thanksgiving,  and  gratitude,  the  night  of 
our  deliverance  was  spent  in  dancing,  riot, 
and  drunkenness.  Thus  did  we  wantonly 
abuse  the  mercy  of  God,  and  trifle  with 
the  patience  that  spared  our  sinful  lives. 
But  when  did  mere  calamities  affect  the 
obdurate  heart  of  man,  till  touched  by 
divine  grace  ?  Misfortunes  may  overwhelm, 
poverty  frown,  sickness  blast,  providence 
lower,  and  calamities  multiply;  but  the 
fortress  of  hardened,  fallen  nature,  is  too  - 
strong  to  fear  such  artillery ;  it  is  only  by 
the  piercing  energies  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
that  the  human  heart  can  be  truly  pene¬ 
trated  and  deeply  softened. 

Is  there  a  thing  that  moves,  and  breaks 

A  hail  as  hard  as  stone  ? 

That  melts  a  heart  as  cold  as  ice  ? 

Tb  Jesu's  blood  alone. 
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SAMUEL  AND  JAMES. 

It  is  delightful  to  notice  the  tokens  of  the 
divine  approbation  which  so  frequently^  in 
late  day$9  attend  the  benevolent  and  pious 
efibrts  of  Sabbath  School  teachers.  And 
happy  Will  that  youth  be,  who  regards  such 
a  public  notice  of  the  Lord’s  goodness  to 
any  unknown  young  fellow  sinner,  as  a 
call  on  him,  from  his  great  God  and  Sa¬ 
viour. 

In  a  distant  village  lived  a  careless  fam¬ 
ily,  who  seldom  darkened  the  door  of  any 
Church,  and  never,  it  is  believed,  did  they 
raise  the  voice  of  prayer  but- when  they 
were  calling  on  the  Almighty  to  damn 
those  who  had  offended  them.  Under  such 
dreadful  instruction  and  example,  and 
parents  too !  Samuel  and  James 
lived.  As  might  naturally  be  expected, 
when  they  had  attained,  the  one  to  his 
12th,  the  othei  to  his  14th  year,  both  were 
regarded,  with  sorrowful  concern,  by  many, 
as  swift  travellers  to  ruin. 

But  it  pleased  that  Being  who  endowed 
a  dear  little  band  with  a  “  charity  which 
was  not  rash,  or  vaunted  not  itself — but 
suffered  long  and  was  kind” — to  establish 
a  Sabbath  School.  It  was  conducted  in 
an  interesting  and  able  manner.  Many 
were  induced  by  the  rewards  which  were 
given  to  read  and  memorise  the  Sacred 
Scriptures.  Samuel  and  James  at  last 
were  to  be  seen  repeatedly  among  the 
interesting  group — and  after  some  months, 
by  the  divine  blessing  on  the  efforts  of  those 
who  acted  like  dutiful  parents,  both  of  the 
little  brothers  deserted  the  ranks  of  young 
blustering  swearers,  and  lounging  ignorant 
Sabbath  breakers.  It  was  evident  to  the 
estimable  gentlemen,  their  teachers  that 
these  boys  were  not  content  with  mere 
negative  goodness” — that  they  were  not 
content  with  mere  labouring  to  cease  from 
evil — i^ut  were  learning  to  do  well.  In  a 
little  barn  they  daily  met  for  retired  social 
prayer.  Here  they  probably  often  held 
sweet  communion  with  the  Father  of  their 
spirits.  But  they  did  not  long  enjoy  the 
concealment  of  this  little  Bethel.  By  an 
imprudent  action  of  a  stranger,  w'hich 
evinced  his  hardihood  in  guilt,  as  well  as 
the  determinate  but  retired  devotion  of  the 
youth,  who  were  rudely  disturbed  w'hile 
engaged  in  social  duty,  they  were  induced 
to  search  out  a  more  private  place  in  which 
to  hold  communion  with  him  whom  they 
regarded  as  their  Maker,  their  Redeemer, 
and  their  Judge.  This  place  was  no  other 
than  a  duk  disagreeable  cellar — so  that 


they  could  not  conveniently  address  the 
Hearer  of  prayer  in  that  posture  which  is 
so  becoming  and  expressive  in  poor,  sinful, 
dependent  creatures.  Ah!  Samuel  and 
James  had  not  the  deep  shades  of  the  grove, 
or  the  distant  chamber,  or  the  lonely  closet 
into  which  they  might  have  retired,  as 
many  of  their  unknown  young  brothers 
(and  namesakes  too)  now  have.  Shortly 
after  this  retired  place  was  selected,  a  bun¬ 
dle  of  stravf  was  conveyed  into  it,  privately, 
by  the  elder  brother.  And  here  these  dear 
young  followers  of  the  Redeemer  were  ac¬ 
customed  to  meet,  and  jointly  to  pray  to 
that  God  who  saw  them  in  the  dark.  Only 
a  few  weeks  had  elapsed  before  another 
removal  was  deemed  proper — but  it  was 
a  happy  removal ;  and  both  parents  and 
children  will  think  of  it  with  peculiar  joy 
and  delight  through  all  eternity.  Acci¬ 
dentally  the  father  discovered  the  straw  in 
the  cellar.  He  asked  his  son  Samuel, 
what  it  was  put  there  for  ?”  The  boy, 
with  a  firmness  of  resolution  and  a  cool¬ 
ness  of  temper  which  might  have  thrown 
a  lustre  even  round  aged  piety,  replied. 
Father  I  James  and  1  used  to  go  into 
the  barn  to  pray;  but  some  one  threw 
stones  at  the  door:  and  when  we  came 
into  the  cellar  it  was  so  muddy  that  1 
brought  the  straw  down — and  it  was  I 
spread  it  there,  that  we  might  kneel  on 
The  reply  was  enough  for  a  prayerless 
father.  With  a  downcast  eye  and  with  a 
sinking  heart,  he  went  into  a  room ;  .but 
when  his  hand  was  on  the  lock  of  the  door 
he  exclaimed,  ^‘Oh  God!  is  it  possible 
my  children  are  entering  into  heaven  and 
I  am  staying  back  What  his  vows  and 
engagements  were  after  he  closed  the  door 
are  only  known  to  him  who  looketh  on 
the  heart.  In  a  verylitttle  time  a  striking 
and  complete  reformation  became  apparent 
in  both  father  and  mother.  All  took  their 
stand  decidedly  for  God  and  for  holiness 
— all  gave  full  satisfaction  to  the  officers 
of  a  respectable  Church  and  were  admitted 
into  full  communion.  The  voice  of  prayer 
and  praise  is  no  longer  a  stranger  to  their 
dwelling.  Now  peace  dwells  within  its 
walls  and  prosperity  is  perched  upon  its 
roof ;  and  the  happy  inhabitants  are  not 
without  the  cheering  hope  of  being  trans¬ 
lated  to  a  house  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens.” 


The  real  use  of  talking  is  almost  lost  to 
the  world  by  the  excessive  custom  of  lying. 


THE  TRAVELLER— A  FABLE. 

During  the  violence  of  a  storm,  a  trav¬ 
eller  implored  relief  from  Jupiter,  and 
entreated  him  to  assuage  the  tempest.  But 
Jupiter  lent  a  deaf  ear  to  his  entreaty. 

Struggling  with  the  iiiiabating  fury  of  the 
whirlwind,  tired,  and  far  from  shelter,  he 
grew  peevish  and  discontented.  It  is 
thus,  said  he,  4he  Gods,  to  whom  our  sac- 
nfices  are  offered  daily,  heedjess  of  our 
welfare,  and  amused  with  our  sufferings, 
make  an  ostentatious  parade  of  their  om-  Simonides,  the  Greek,  being  asked  the 
iiipotence.^^  At  length,  appcoaching  the  above  question  by  Hiero,  King  of  Syra- 
verge  of  a  forest,  “  Here,^’  he  cried,  I  cuse,  desired  a  day  to  consider  it ;  the 
shall  find  that  succour  and  protection  which  next  day  he  required  two ;  and  ever)'  time 
Heaven,  either  unable  or  unwilling,  hath  the  King  demanded  a  solution  of  his  qaes- 
refused.’^  But  as  he  advanced,  a  robber  tion,  the  philosophic  Poet  doubled  the  time 
rose  suddenly  from  a  brake;  and  our  tra-  he  had  before  asked  for  coiiridering  it  — 
veller,  impelled  by  instant  terror,  and  the  The  King,  at  last,  required  the  reason  of 
prospect  of  great  danger,  betook  himself  his  delay :  ‘‘  Because,  Sire,’^  said  Simoni- 
to  flight,  exposing  himself  to  the  tempest  des,  the  more  1  consider,  tlie  more  I  am 
of  which  he  had  so  bitterly  complained,  confounded.” 

His  enemy,  meanwhile  fitting  an  arrow  to  Jo|^n,  the  fisherman  of  Galilee,  answered 
his  bow,  took  exact  aim;  but  the  bow-  this  question  in  three  words,  God  is  love.” 
string  bgng  relaxed  with  the  moistthe,  the 
deadly  weapon  fell  short  of  its  mark,  and  * 

the  traveller  escaped  uninjured.  As  he  EX'IRACT 

continued  his  Journey,  a  voice  issued  awful  From  the  will  of  Gen  Blackett^  late 
from  the  clouds  :  “  Meditate  on  the  prov-  Governor  of  Plymouth^  proved  1782,— I 
idence  as  well  as  the  power  of  Heaven,  desire  my  body  to  be  kept  as  lo/ig  as  it 
The  storm  which  you  deprecated  so  bias-  may  not  be  offensive,  and  that  one  of  my 
phemously,  hath  been  the  means  of  your  t^^es  or  fingers  may  be  cut  off,  to  secure  a 
preservation.  Had  not  the  bow  string  of  certainty  of  my  being  dead.  I  further 
your  enemy  been  rendered  useless  by  the  request  my  dear  wife,' that  as  she  has  been 
rain,  you  had  fallen  a  prey  to  his  violence.”  troubled  with  one  old  fool,  she  will  not 

think  of  marrying  a  second. 

ORIGIN  OF  NEWSPAPERS.  - 

In  Miss  Lucy  Aikin’s  Memoirs  of  the  SINGULAR  LETTER. 

Court  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Vol.  II.  page  m  r  n  •  t  «  . 

234,  speaking  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  The  following  Let^r  was  actually  wnt- 

1588,  she  savs,  ‘‘The  intense  interest  in  ^  Norwich; 

public  events  excited  in  every  class  by  the  .  ^**^’7*  ,  acquaint  you  or  your 

threatened  invasion  of  Spain,  gave  rise  to  ”^**‘*>  *  heard  you  was  dead j  but  I 

the  introduction  of  one  of  the  most  impor-  packed  up  some  wool  before  you  was  so, 
tant  inventions  of  social  life;  that  of  though  I  could  not  send  it  before  I  knew 
Newsuapers.  Previously  to  this  period,  was  or  no,  and  what  circura- 

all  articles  of  intelligence  had  been  circu-  I  heg  a  speedy 

lated  in  manuscript ;  and  all  political  remain,  etc. 

remarks  which  the  government  had  found  -i- _ 

itself  interested  in  addressing  to  the  people,  aJIbCDOTE 

had  issued  from  the  press  in  the  shape  of  r, ; . 

pamphlets ;  of  which  many  had  been  A  child  of  six  years  of  age,  being  in- 
composed  during  the  administration  of  troduced  into  company  for  his  extraordinary 
Burleigh,  either  by  himself  or  immediately  abilities,  was  asked  by  an  eminent  digni- 
under  his  direction.  But  the  peculiar  con-  fied  clergyman,  Where  God  was  ?  with 
venience  at  such  a  juncture,  of  uniting  the  proffered  reward  of  an  orange.  “  Tell 
these  two  objects  in  a  periodica!  publica-  me,”  replied  the  boy,  ‘‘Where  he  b  not? 


WHAT  IS  GOD? 


Tonrnrsr, 


Fri)ni  the  Nev^- Hampshire  Patriot- 


The  folloivitig  beautiful  effusion  is  the  produc* 
tion  of  a  native  of  New -Hampshire,  only  sev¬ 
enteen  years  old,  and  now  in  obscurity.  Such 
lays  would  almost  W’ake  the  lyre  again,  and 
the  author  need  write  but  few  pieces  like  this, 
to  be  sufficiently  known. 

THE  LYRE. 

There  was  a  lyre,  *  tis  said,  that  hung 
High  waving  in  the  summer  air  *, 

An  angel  hand  its  chords  had  strung, 

And  left  to  breathe  its  music  there. 

Each  wandering  breeze  that  o’er  it  flew, 

A  woke  a  wilder,  sw’eeter  strain. 

Than  ever  shell  of  mermaid  blew*. 

In  coral  grottoes  of  the  main. 

When,  springing  from  the  rose’s  bell. 

Where  all  night  be  had  sweetly  slept. 

The  zephyr  left  the  fiow’ry  dell, 

Bright  w'itb  the  tears  that  morning  wept. 

He  ro.se,  and  o’er  the  trembling  lyre, 

Waved  lightly  bis  soft  azure  wdng; 

What  touch  such  music  could  inspire ! 

What  harp  such  Jays  of  joy  could  sing ! 

The  murmur  of  the  shaded  rills, 

The  birds  that  warbled  sweetly  by. 

And  the  soft  echo  from  the  hills, 

Were  heard  not  when  that  harp  was  nigh. 

When  the  last  light  of  fading  day, 

Along  the  bosom  of  the  w-est, 

In  colours  softly  mingled  lay, 

When  night  had  darkened  all  the  rest. 

Then  softer  than  that  fading  light, 

And  sweeter  than  the  lay,  that  rung 
Wild  through  the  silence  of  the  night, 

When  solemn  philomela  sung. 

That  herp  its  plaintive  murmurs  sighed 
Along  the  dewy  breeze  of  even  ; 

So  soft  and  sweet  they  swelled  and  died, 
They  seemed  the  echoed  songs  of  heaven. 

Sometimes,  when  all  the  air  was  still, 

Nor  e’en  the  poplar’s  foliage  trembled. 
That  lyre  w^as  nightly  heard  to  tlirill 
Tones,  that  no  earthly  tones  resembled. 

And  then  upon  the  moon’s  pale  beams. 
Unearthly  forms  were  seen  to  sti'ay, 
Wboae  starry  pinions’  trembling  gleams 
WUiuld  oft  around  the  wild  harp  play. 

But  soon  the  bloom  of  summer  fled — 

In  earth  and  ai#it  shone  no  more; 

Each  flower  and  leaf  fell  pale  and  dead 
While  heaven  its  wintry  sternness  wore. 

One  day,  loud  blew  the  northern  blast — 

The  tempest’s  fury  raged  along — 

O  for  some  angel,  as  tbev  passed, 

To  shield  Uie  harp  of  hweoly  song ! 


It  shrieked  !  bow  could  it  bear  the  touch, 
The*cold  rude  touch  of  siicli  a  storm  ! 
When  e’en  the  zephyr’s  seemed  too  much 
Sometimes,  though  always  light  and  warm! 

It  loudly  shrieked — but  ah  !  in  vain — 

The  savage  wind  more  fiercely  blew  ; 

Once  more  !  it  never  shrieked  again — 

For  every  chord  was  tom  in  two ! 

It  never  thrilled  w^ith  anguish  more, 

Though  beaten  by  the  fiercest  blast — 

The  pang  that  thus  its  bosom  tore, 

Was  dreadful — but  it  was  its  last. 

*• 

And  though  the  smiles  of  summer  played 
Gently  upon  its  shattered  form. 

And  the  light  zephyr  o’er  it  strayed, — 

That  lyre  they  could  not  wake  or  warm. 


THB  F&ZSBrBBB*  VZSXFOm. 
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FRIDAY,  JULY  15,  1825. 

Elias  Hicks^  doctrines. — Under  this 
head  we  purpose  to  bring  forth,  (from  a 
volume  of  Sermons  lately  published,  taken 
down  in  short  hand  as  delivered  by  Elias 
Hicks,)  for  public  inspection  and  satisfac¬ 
tion,  some  extracts  ;  that  by  a  comparison 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Quakers,  as 
published  in  some  former  numbers  of  this 
work,  and  an  Extract  from  Qeiirge  Fox^s 
epistle  as  published  in  our  last  number, 
every  person  may  judge  for  themselves 
which  party  is  correct ;  those  who  assert 
that  Elias  has  departed  from  the  faith,  or 
those  who  warmly  and  earnestly  contend 
that  he  is  orthodox,  or  in  other  words, 
correct  according  to  the  faith  of  their  fore¬ 
fathers.  In  Kioking  over  the  first  discourse, 
we  find  this  remarkable  passage,  speaking 
concerning  Christ.  \V im  was  his  Father  ? 
— He  was  begotten  of  God.  We  cannot 
suppose  that  it  was  the  outward  body  of 
flesh  and  blood  that  was  begotten  of  God, 

but  a  birth  of  spiritual  life  in  the  soul.* _ 

We  must  apply  it  internally  and  spiritual¬ 
ly.  For  nothing  can  be  a  son  of  God,  but 
that  which  is  spirit;  and  nothing  but  the 
soul  of  man  is  a  recipient  for  the  light  and 
spirit  of  God.  Therefore,  nothing  can  be 
a  son  of  God  but  that  which  is  immortal 
and  invisible.  Nothing  visible  can  be  a 
son  of  God.  Every  visible  thing  must 
come  to  an  end,  and  we  must  know  the 

*We  cannot  refrain  here  from  referring  to 
the  declaration  of  the  angel,  Luke,  i.  35,  And 
the  angel  answered  and  said  unto  her,  the  Holy 
Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  f>ower  of 
the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee ;  therefore 
also  that  holy  thing,  which  shall  be  born  of 
thee,  shall  bo  called  Xuc  Son  of  God. 


mortaUly  of  it.  Flesh  and  blood  cannot 

enter  into  heaven.  By  the  analogy  of  ,„„^j,„eue  Cbeevcr,  of  this  city, 
reason,  spirit  cannot  beget  a  material  body,  o„  Sunday  eming,  the  3d  inst.  by  the  Ree.  Mr  Power 
because  the  things  begotten  must  be  of  Mr.  J.McLoughlin,  to  Miss  Swaine,  both  of  this  city.  * 
the  same  nature  with  its  father.  Spirit  On  Tuesday  evening,  the  Sth  mst.  near  PWiacielpia,  Mr. 
cannot  beget  any  thing  but  spirit  ;  it  can-  Henry  F.  Bowen,  of  this  city,  to  Louisa  Flamaud,  daughter 

not  begetlesh  and  blood-No,  my  friends,  “"T  *'“’'!!!*■  m  «  •  •  „ 

it  is  impossible.  And  again  in  ^rm^on  Haight,  to  Miss  Catharine  H.  Voohees,  daughter  of 
X,  ^‘This  animal  body  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amoidus  Voohees,  tsq. 

was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ^  and  there-  Thursday  evening,  7tb  inst  by  Rev.  H.  Gumming,  Mr 
fore  must  be  nothing  as  to  the  visible  part  c.  Wood,  to  Miss  £liza  Day,  daughter  of  Mr.  Jacob  l>a>, 
but  flesh  and  blood,  as  nothing  else  could  deceased. 

emanate  from  her,  but  what  was  of  her,—  o.  Monday  eveaiog  b,  bot.  wmi™  p«ki««,n, 

because  spirit  and  matter  cannot  be  united  u.e7,hinrt.  by  tboRe..  oeUvie.JobnChri.. 

together,  and  make  a  being  nor  make  a  Jacobi,  of  Poland,  to  Susan  Matilda,  daughter  of 

son  of  God.” - So  much  for  his  doctrine  Joseph  CuUer,  of  this  city. 

of  the  Sonsbip  of  Christ.  .. 

(To  lie  Continued  )  . 

■  —  lia  DIED. 

SUaSOMEAllT.  On  Tuesday,  the  5th  inst.  Mrs.  Mary  Wilkins,  wife  of 

—  '  - -  ■  —  •"  Governeur  M.  Wilkins,  Esq. 

DOMESTIC.  On  Wednesday,  the  6th  inst.  Mr.  Silas  Lawrence,  in  the 

The  Catholics  are  building  a  Cathedral  at  62Bd  year  of  his  age. 

Moptreal,  which  it  is  said  will  be  the  largest  Same  day,  Mr  George  Geer,  aged  65  years, 

public  building  in  North  America,  unless  it  be  Same  day.  Miss  Hester  Whitehead,  in  the  I7th  year  of 

in  Mexico.  Its  length  from  West  to  East  is  her  age. 

2^6  feet,  and  its  breadth  134  feet,^  with  six  Same  day,  Mr.  James  Brown,  in  the  46th  year  of  his 
towers  each  200  feet  in  height,  the  eastern 

window  of  the  high  altar  is  thirty-two  feet  by  Same  day,  Mr.  Alexander  Adams,  aged  29  years* 

sixty-four.  All  tbe  exterior  of  the  building  is  Same  day,  Mr.  Michael  Butler,  in  the  39th  year  of  his 

to  be  faced  with  bewn  stone  of  an  excellent  age. 

quality.  pH^jay  last,  Mist  Jane  Pentland,  in  the  28th  year  of 

It  IS  stated  that  General  La  Fayette  has  yield- 
ed  to  Ibe  pressins  invitation  of  government  to  ^  ^  ^ 

wturn  to  F ranee  .n  the  new  frigate  ^"dy  wine,  „  ^  ^  ^ 

recently  launched  at  the  city  of  Washington,  -  m  ««  ■  A  i  . 

and  that  be  will  remain  until  after  the  1  llh  of  „Tue«l.y  te.  M«y  Made..,  wrf,  of  Her.  Bober. 

September.  He  took  his  final  departure  from  ***®®*"i*S«d  40  years. 

this  city  yesterday  morning.  '*“>  “'•  «• 

A  large  number  of  persons  died  in  this  city  ‘‘V'  “f-  «*»“■>.  as***  <8  years, 

on  Wednesday,  by  drinking  cold  water.  Sunday  last,  Mr.  WilUam  P.  Robinson,  aged  46  years. 

Since  the  first  day  of  January  last,  no  less  Same  day,  Mrs.  Jennet  Laing. 
than  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  new  post-  Thursday,  7Ui  inst  Mr  James  Maver,  aged  49  years. 
ofiSces  have  been  established.  ,  Tuesday  evening  last,  Mrs.  Eliza  Voorhies,  wife  of  Mr. 

A  short  time  since,  at  Barcelona,  the  military  Zachariah  Voorhies,  aged  43  years, 
commission  condemned  a  man  to  the  galleys  On  Monday,  the  4th  inst  at  Newtown,  L  I.  Mrs.  Marla 
for  ten  years,  for  having  said  that  the  image  of  i..  Johnson,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  John  B.  Johnson, 
the  Virgin  Mary  at  Mountsereat  was  madt  of  At  Alvarado,  on  the  5cJi  June,  Mr.  James  RadcliRe, some 
wood.  And  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  to  six  years  past  a  merchant  of  this  city* 
months  imprisonment  in  a  fortress,  for  saying  jLucy  Lathrop,  wife  of  Gordon 

onihe  tniil  that  there  was  no  more  harm  iu  t,u.rop,  » years. 

Kossa  was  made  Xafble“‘  " 

One  of  the  directors  of  the  State  Bank  at  "  We«^3he.ter,  o.  tbe  4U.,  Jln.  &ii»b  Bimt,  to  lb. 
Trenton,  (it  is  said  by  the  Trenton  Federalist,) 

has  stated  as  his  opinion  that  the  Bank  will  On  the  2nd  inst.  at  BeUvue,  Dr.  Charles  Belden,  aged  40 
ultimately  be  able  to  redeem  its  notes.  physicians  of  the  alms-house. 


MARRIED. 

On  Thursday  evening,  the  30tb  ult.  at  Baltimore,  Mr.  R. 
B.  Vandevoort,  of  this  cHy,  to  Miss  Eliza  H.  DurbaiOi 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  Durham  of  Baltimore. 

On  Sunday,  the  3d  inst.  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Maclean,  Mr. 
Smith  Clark,  to  Miss  Rebecca  A  Ketchuro,  all  of  this  city. 

Same  evening,  by  tbe  Kev.  Mr.  Oakley,  Mr.  WUliaas 
Prink,  to  Miss  Catharine  Tyson,  all  of  this  c4y. 


Deaths  in  this  city  last  we^  110. 


John  0.  Tocten,  Prinier,  No.  9  Duweiy* 


